
  

 
Buildings Department 
  

Practice Note for Authorized Persons 
and Registered Structural Engineers 

 
172 

 
 

Energy Efficiency of Buildings 
Building (Energy Efficiency) Regulation 

 
Introduction 
 
 Building (Energy Efficiency) Regulation, which came into effect on 21 July 
1995, imposes energy efficient requirements.  It aims at reducing heat transfer through 
building envelope thus saving the electricity consumption for air-conditioning by 
requiring the external walls and roofs of a commercial or hotel building to be designed 
and constructed to have a suitable Overall Thermal Transfer Value (OTTV).  The 
Regulation applies to building works in accordance with section 39 of the Buildings 
Ordinance. 
 
Review of OTTV Control 
 
2. Recently, Buildings Department has completed a review of the OTTV control.  
This practice note has accordingly been revised to incorporate the recommendations made 
in the review.  This revision will take effect on 17 July 2000 and is applicable to all new 
building projects for which building plans are submitted for the first time for approval. 
 
3. As a result of the review, the amendments made to the Code of Practice for 
Overall Thermal Transfer Value in Buildings 1995 are : 
 

 (a) in the case of a building tower, the OTTV should not exceed 30 W/m2 

(previously 35 W/m2); and 
 

 (b) in the case of a podium, the OTTV should not exceed 70 W/m2 
(previously 80 W/m2). 

 
4. The associated administrative arrangements have also been reviewed and 
revised.  Details of these revised arrangements are given below. 
 
Procedure 
 
5. It is possible that the design of the facade of a building may not have been 
finalised when building plans are first submitted.  Accordingly, the Building Authority 
would accept that the first submission of building plans needs not be accompanied by the 
information and calculations as required by Building (Energy Efficiency) Regulation 5.  
However, after the approval of building plans and prior to the application for consent to 
commence building works, submission of detailed OTTV calculations and information on 
the standard forms (Form OTTV 1 to 4) set out in the schedule to the OTTV Code is 
required under Regulation 10 of the Building (Administration) Regulations. 
 
6. At the time of building plan submission or upon application for occupation 
permit as the case may be, the OTTVs of the external walls and roofs of the building 
and the shading coefficient of glass should be indicated on the building plans or record 
plans as relevant. 
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